general good government were concerned* The returns for the year 1853
showed that the revenue was low, the treasury empty and the Nizam in
debt. Worse than that, there was not even the wherewithal to pay the
salaries of officials.

Before the year 1853, the official business of the Government was
chiefly transacted by three administrative and three judicial offices. The
first two of the former, Daftar-i-Mal and Daftar-i-Dewani, were under the
jurisdiction of a Daftardar or record-keeper, while the third office, the
Dar-ul-Shafa, attended to the official correspondence of the Minister.

Of the three latter, the Dar-ul-Kaza decided all civil and criminal
cases according to the orthodox Hanafi Law, the Kotwali (a police court)
disposed of all major civil and criminal cases while the third, Sadrat-ul-
Aliya, decided cases in which Inamdars and religious pensioners, such as
Kazis etc., were concerned.

The judgments of these courts which were all presided over by old-
fashioned Moulvis, were given orally, and the proceedings were very brief
and never committed to writing. Their decisions, against which no appeals
were allowed, depended entirely on the integrity and good faith of the
presiding judge. These courts afforded scanty protection to the people and
were far from meeting the requirements of justice. Those who were power-
ful enough refused to submit to their jurisdiction and independent courts
were set up in every bazar and in the residence of every influential noble,
where cases were decided and judgments executed by some or other of his
retainers.

In former times as previously stated the revenue was " farmed/'
Under the new system, introduced by Salar Jung, the Government dealt
with the ryots by introducing revenue officers appointed on a graded
scale of salaries, from the village headmen to the talukdars of the sixteen
districts into which the Dominions were divided. Regular records were
annually prepared of the land under cultivation, the nature of the crop,
the name of the occupant and the rent payable. The amount of rent was
fixed and was collected only with the seasons and the crops. A ryot who
could not pay the due amount at the appointed time was allowed to
pay by instalments, but on each occasion received a receipt for the fraction
that he paid.